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A Chairde,

Happy May to all! Isn’t it nice to see the long evenings back again!
We were sorry to cancel the Mary McDonagh Memorial Céili in February, but that was a doozy
of a storm! It is rescheduled for Sunday, June 2nd and should be a lovely evening.

Our branch has been busy. Four of us went to Ireland in February for The Gathering set dance
weekend in Killarney. Over twenty of us attended the North America CCE Convention in Buffalo,
New York in April. Around the Bay Area, set dance classes have continued in SF, Redwood City
and San Anselmo, we had a successful céili in March, and of course, we participated in the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. Thanks to all of you who were involved with the float/parade fun.

These activities brought connection with each other, which continues to be so important even
after our Covid years. Please keep involved with our branch events and with each other. | look
forward to seeing you soon!

Slan,

Susan Keith
Chair

Dary ADcOonagh QDemorial Céili

Mary McDonagh Memorial Céili

United Irish Cultural Center

2700 45th Avenue, San Francisco/Sloat Blvd.

Sunday, June 2nd ~ 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Admission: Comhaltas Members $15, non-Comhaltas members $20.
Music by the Sourdough Céili Band

Special Guest: The Rose Tree Youth Céili Band

Arrive a little early (6:25pm) to support these young local musicians in a 15-minute performance
-- their first at the Irish Cultural Center! Led by Valerie Rose, the Rose Tree Youth Céili Band
consists of musicians ranging in age from 6 to 14. These young players are already sounding
fabulous and they are excited to contribute to the event.
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Plough and Stars

Setdancing has resumed at the Plough & Stars
Bar on Clement Street on Thursday nights.

First Thursday will be from 8:00 pm to 11:00
pm and every other Thursday 8:30 pm to
10:30 pm. There is a $10 charge. Supporting
the bar by purchasing a beverage is much ap-
preciated.

Contact Michael Murphy at
irishboogieman67@yahoo.com or
415-999-6062 for more information

Josephine Brogan will email updates on these
classes prior to each event.

Ser Oance Lessons

Set dancing lessons are on the 1t and 3
Wednesdays at Ireland’s 32, 3920 Geary Blvd., San
Francisco.from 7:30-9:30 pm. Costis $10.00.

On summer break for July and August.
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Josephine Brogan will email updates on these
classes prior to each event.

San Anselmo Oancing

Micheal and Nellie look forward to more danc-
ing in 2024. San Anselmo classes will be on
summer break for June, July, and August.
Classes will resume in September on the 2nd
and 4th Fridays. Location:

The Isabel Cook Community Center
1000 Sir Francis Drake Blvd.
San Anselmo

Email sonomarinirish@gmail.com with ques-
tions or to be added to the email list.

Set dancing with some céili dancing at Al-
hambra Irish House in Redwood City on the
2" Wednesday (8-10pm) and last Sunday (5-
7pm) of the month.

The address: 831 Main Street, Redwood City
94063. $10 minimum to help pay for the band.
Patronage of the restaurant and bar is very
much appreciated.

SF. Cootey-Keegan Comhalzas QDembership 2024

Thanks to all who have renewed their membership. If you are unsure if you have renewed, please contact
Joannie BEFORE you send it in at membership@sfcooley-keegancce.org

The Membership list is our way of advisin
Treoir magazine 3 times a year.

you of information on upcoming events & sending you the
Membership is effective January 15! to December 315,

There are two options to renew or become a new member:
If you receive the Sceéal Eile by email link from Josephine Brogan,
P‘Iease renew now by visiting our website:
ttps:/lwww.sfcooleykeegancce.org/misc/join_cceck.html

Please com{)Iete the on-line form so we can match it with your PayPal payment.

If you do no

use PayPal, but do renew on-line, please forward a check
to our *PO Box shown below.

If you receive the Scéal Eile by U.S. mail, a renewal form with your name
was included in the September/October/ November/ December Scéal Eile.
Contact Joannie if you need a new form or you may renew at the February 4" céili.
Please make any necessary changes and mail it along with your check

to our P
Single Membership: $40.00

Box shown below. (Please note we do not bill.)

Multi-Membership: $50.00 (2 or more in household or family)

If you have any questions, please contact Joannie at 415-664-6579 or

membership@sfcooleykeegancce.org

Thank you for your support.

CCE Membership, Attn: Joannie O’Leary, *PO Box 16244, San Francisco, CA 94116
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Song and Storycelling

Celtic singing sessions are on the first Friday of
each month. They are held in people’s homes
around the Bay Area. Start time is usually 8pm
and sessions typically go until 11pm or later.

For questions, to host, or to be added to the email
list contact Michael Jones: mfi@ieee.org

The June 7" session will be at Bill Cope’s house
in San Jose.

We don’t have other summer months booked yet.
Michael will advise when the rest of the sessions
are arranged. You can reach him at the above
email address.

We send very best wishes to Cathy Jones and
hope to see her during some of our adventures
soon.

Condolences

Condolences to Patrick Lenihan on the pass-
ing of his uncle, George Godfrey in January.
A native of New Hope, N.C. George was well-
known, especially in the Parkside and Sunset
districts as a kind and generous man, ready
to help anyone who needed it. He loved his
family dearly and will be missed by his chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
extended family.

| Find us on
facebook.

Tish Language Classes

with
Josephinebrogan@yahoo.com or 415-264-
8856 for
Classes.

& Trish Center 2025 Project e

Check Josephine  Brogan  at

information on Irish Language

In December 2023, the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors voted unanimously in favor of
the Project 2025 building plans for a complete
redevelopment of the existing Irish Center on
45th Avenue in the city’s Sunset District.

Six stories above ground with two subterranean
levels for parking and an aquatics center, our
reimagined Irish Center boasts a spacious lobby
that welcomes visitors to experience a host of
activities. The heartbeat of the Center will be its
extensive library, museum, and digital gallery
with educational resources, interactive exhibits,
and scholarly research available to everyone.
The Center will feature multi-use event space,
pubs and fine food offerings, a gym, theater, and
office and meeting spaces. https://irishcentersf.
org/donations/#project2025
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Branch Meecings

CCE Cooley-Keegan branch meetings are
held the first Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm
via Zoom.

e
S @/&

Ifyouwishtojoin,orneedadditionalinformation,
please contact our Secretary, Patricia Reilly,
at: secretary@sfcooleykeegancce.org

Stay up to date on céilis, seisiuns, and other
events by checking out our Cooley-Keegan
Facebook page. In the search field at the top
of your facebook page enter Cooley-Keegan
Branch, select it from the list of choices or
enter the following:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064373092
151456882161020939/

Another online group where events are
planned is meetup.com at the following URL.:
meetup.com/irishdance

Trish Culcure Bay Area

Whatif you could view all the many Irish Events,
Arts & Cultural programs in the San Francisco
Bay Area and beyond in one place?

@

IrishCultureBayArea.com
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Gary Blair Scottish Ceilidh -
United Irish Cultural Center,
2700 45th Avenue, San Francisco
St. Patrick’'s Room
Friday, June 14, 2024
Concert: 7:00 pm-7:45 pm.
Céilidh: 8.00 pm-10:30 pm

TICKETS: Gary Blair Scottish Céilidh
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gary-blair-scottish-ceilidh-tickets-870633196327

This Céilidh (kalé) features participatory and social dances from Scottish traditions, with live
music featuring the renowned accordionist, Gary Blair with dance caller Summer McCall. No
experience is necessary — all dances will be taught and led by Summer.

Gary Blair is a lover of all styles of music and this reflects in his performing a wide variety of
styles. He has been Guest Artist at many accordion clubs, festivals and Ceilidhs. Gary has been
actively involved in the last 26 U.K. Accordion Championships, be it competing, adjudicating,
performing or organizing.

Contact: Josephine Brogan at josephinebrogan@yahoo.com or 415-264-8856 for information.



CCE Norch America Convencion 2024

This year’s convention was held in early April in Buffalo, New York. Our branch was represented
with about twenty people, quite a turnout! The enjoyable weekend included set dance workshops
with Padraig and Roisin McEneany and a number of lively céilis. We listened to marvelous
music after hours and during the day when we weren’t dancing. | accepted the Service Award
for Imelda White, which was given for outstanding work teaching the Irish language. Andy and |
stayed for the eclipse on Monday, which we watched from the roof of a local Irish bar with some
of our convention friends. At dinner afterwards, we sat with a few of the Toronto crowd and made
new friends. This connection with people in other parts of the world is partly what makes these
conventions so much fun!

-Susan Keith & Andy Doerr

As another fantastic CCE convention is in the rear view mirror, I'm already looking forward to the
next one! All who were involved in the planning of the Buffalo convention are to be commended
- they did an outstanding job. This convention was extremely well-organized and everything ran
smoothly, at least from this participant’s perspective. The first day, as always, was filled with the
excitement and delight of seeing those you only see at convention each year. You could feel
the energy and eager anticipation of the weekend’s céilis, knowing the dancing and music were
going to be top-notch. And top-notch they were! Each night’s band was just brilliant, with high-
energy playing that had us flying it through the sets, smiles beaming all around. The workshops,
sessions and Saturday’s banquet were all particularly enjoyable. What's most special for me,
always, are the lasting memorles that are made at events such as this, sharing a weekend of
the dancing and music we're so passionate about, with those who share that passion. There’s
just nothing like it!

- Maureen Callanan

Top Ten Reasons for Attending the Comhaltas Convention in Buffalo, NY

1. The Buffalo Convention did a great job.

2. Probably the most fun Convention I've attended.

3. The group of Convention friends I've made grows with each one | attend and it’s
always great to reconnect and dance with them again. Meeting more new
dancers only added to the fun (esp. Katherine (Michigan) and Bridget (a fellow
Buffalonian).

4. So nice to see Kiyono and Hiroko again. Hiroko seemed to really enjoy it because
she was laughing the whole time!

5. Our San Francisco crew can’t be beat to hang with. So glad to be a part of it.

6. Props to Greg Mihan for attending despite flight delays and the recent passing of
his father, Ralph. Greg said Ralph would’ve wanted him to attend because his
father LOVED Combhaltas and attending its Conventions.

7. Meals provided in the Convention package were very good. How were they able to
get better fresh fruits in Buffalo than | can get in California?

8. Tim Horton doughnuts and doughnut holes at 2 AM after a night of dancing
(courtesy of Denise).

9. Dancing the High Cauled Cap with Eileen (Chicago) was a blast. We didn’t get it
right but we didn’t care.

10. Did I mention how much fun it was? It will be difficult for the next Convention to
“eclipse” Buffalo’s.

- Bill Ngai



CCE Norch America Convencion 2024
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St. Patrick’s Day really has become a St. Patrick’s eason in the City of San Francisco. The
theme this year was “Unite SF”. The parade and the festival after were a great success.

It was a very busy month with all the activities that went on. Comhaltas was well represented
in the Parade and at retirement homes. There are so many people to thank for volunteering
their time, talents, and expertise. Thank you to Susan who led the twenty-two volunteers who
made the trek to Cunningham’s to assemble and decorate the float and provide refreshments.
It is always a great day working together and enjoying each others’ company.

Thank you to Cunningham Moving and Storage for donating their place of business, the truck
that becomes our float, and for driving that float in the parade for us. It all came together beau-
tifully on a lovely sunny day.

Thank you to Duggan Welch Funeral Service for donating the use of their parking lot, helpful
staff and facilities for us to use. Also thanks to Kasey, who has officially retired as float co-
ordinator, but was nevertheless present to provide her expertise in construction and tearing
down.

Our unit in the parade—the honor guard, float, musicians, dancers, and Irish speaker, Theresa
Joyce--all looked great. And we won second place. Thank you to all who then went back to
Cunningham’s to disassemble and pack away everything for next year. Many of our dancers
gave more of their time by volunteering to perform at retirement homes to the delight of the
residents who look forward to the celebrations every year.

All'in all, it was a great season and finished off with a successful céili at the UICC. Thank you
to each and everyone of you.

-- Connie Lynch



Céili on che Lake

A new lIrish event came to San Rafael last month. Red Barn Productions, the producers of
the Great Dickens Christmas Fair, put together Céili on the Lake at the Lagoon Park section
of the Marin County Fairgrounds. Having noticed that many events bill themselves as “Celtic”
and incorporate some Irish-ness, the organizers decided our area could use something strictly
Irish, so Céili on the Lake was born and held in conjunction with the celebration of Beltane
(Bealtaine).

The weather was beautiful though a bit windy, and it cooled down pretty quickly late in the
afternoon. The setting was lovely there on the grassy field next to the lagoon with its fountains
flowing.

Strolling around the grounds, we were tempted by vendors ranging from etched glassware to
handmade Celtic jewelry to botanical scents to Cormac Gannon’s handmade bodhrans. And a
first for me was the vendor selling dog treats, including some of the CBD variety--what will they
think of next? When the hunger was upon us, we had a choice between a handful of food trucks
selling several flavors of meat pies, a wide variety of “pub food”, cakes and candies, and even
Greek food. | learned that they refer to a gyro (pronounced yee-row, and roll the r to sound really
authentic!) without onions as “gyro hot date!” The Hungry Leprechaun food truck that is often at
the UICC for events was there too!

There was one main stage that hosted step dance performances from several Bay Area Irish
Dance Schools including The Brosnan School of Irish Dance (BSID) who has been hosting our
North Bay set dance classes for over 15 years. There were also areas set aside for poetry and
storytelling, music sessions, and even a May Pole dance. Local fiddler, Darcy Noonan, had her
young fiddle students entertained us with some tunes and songs--what a treat.

In a deviation from the Irish theme, Pipe & Bowl Morris entertained visitors with their unique
costumes and traditional dances.

Our own group, billed as SonoMarin Irish Set Dancers, did a few figures interspersed between
BSID step dancers, then we organized audience members in some set dances. Both Saturday
and Sunday, we had 30-40 volunteers from the audience learning figures from the Clare Mazurka
and the Baile Bhuirne Reel Set, many of whom had never done set dancing before. And a
mighty job they did!

After all our dancing and walking the grounds, we went home exhausted AND looking forward
to next year!

Nellie Magee






Maureen Callanan, Kathleen Sullivan, Susan Keith, and Andy Doerr from our branch trav-
eled to Killarney, Ireland to attend The Gathering Festival of Music and Arts. It was held at the
Gleneagle Hotel just outside of town. The long weekend included music, singing, and loads of
dancing. Jim Belcher and John Herbert joined us as branch honorary members. We also met
a number of people who attend the North America Conventions each year.

On Wednesday night, we traveled by bus to a town called Scartaglen, the “heart of Sliabh Lua-
chra,” for the kickoff céili. A local band played lively music for a hall packed with dancers of all
ages. That was the first of the céilis, which also happened on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday. The huge Gleneagle ballroom was wall-to-wall sets—there must have been 100! The
battering from the local folks was mighty! Each of the bands, including Johnny Reidy, Abbey
Céili Band, Neli O’Connor and more, had their own style and all served up rousing tunes to
keep us on our toes. Pat Murphy taught the set dancing workshops in his kind, encouraging
way. We met set dance enthusiasts from England, Germany, and Switzerland, as well as the
U.S.A. We've even been invited to a set dance weekend outside Zurich over New Year’s. Is
anybody interested? If you want to see us dancing, do a YouTube search of “Johnny Reidy
Killarney” and you can watch an entire céili, where you will see us housing around with the
best of them!

We also attended a number of concerts. One was a group of all female fiddlers from Donegal
called The Si Fiddlers, headed by Mairéad Ni Mhaonaigh of Altan. Donal Lunny (of Bothy
Band fame), Mairtin O’Connor, and Zoé Conway delighted us with an evening of trad, original
tunes, and lovely songs. Stellar lineups also included Jackie Daly, Dermot Byrne, Tim Edy,
Sorcha Costelloe, and many more.

Killarney is, of course, a lovely town and we Californians also explored nearby Ross Castle,
Torc Falls, and Muckross House, which has an interesting direct connection to our own Filoli
House & Gardens.

Needless to say, we also had a bit of rain, but that also meant we had rainbows and some
sunny skies. All told, a fine time was had by all!

-- Susan Keith




Service Awdrds ac Convencion

Each year, Comhaltas Head Office in Ireland presents special “gold medals” to recognize those
who have given exceptional commitment and meritorious work for Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann
for their Branch, Region or the Province. They are called Service Awards and are presented at
the North American Provincial Convention on Saturday evening prior to the banquet.

We are delighted that the Service Awards for 2024 for our West Region recognizes and grate-
fully acknowledges the tremendous efforts to preserve and foster the Irish Language by Imelda
White, Treorai na Gaeilge of the S.F. Cooley Keegan Branch and Brian O hAirt, Treorai na
Gaeilge and Public Relations Officers of the Micheal O Domhnaill Branch of Oregon. Imelda and
Brian have worked tirelessly to continue the teaching and fostering of the Irish Language through
classes, festivals, and special events.

They were unable to attend the Convention this year, so our Chair, Susan Keith accepted the
award for Imelda and presented it to her upon arriving home. Josephine Brogan, P.R.O. of the
West Region accepted the award for Brian O hAirt and it will be presented to him upon his return
from Ireland. Congratulations and well deserved.

PS: A little birdie told us that Mary Carey, Co-
Chair of the Micheal O Domhnaill Branch of Or-
egon was honored at their Rambling House on
April 27, 2024.

Mary received a Service Award during the 2020
CCE Convention, but it was only held on ZOOM
since the Convention itself could not be held
due to Covid.

Congratulations, Mary!



@%,a 2024 Jouch Summer Program - UICC, San [-rancisco

Irish Camp is a new initiative for the local Irish-American community, providing three unparal-
leled weeks of fun and active learning. With full counselor engagement and committed participa-
tion from the campers this will make for a creative, educational and ground-breaking experience!
Campers will experience a wide range of Irish cultural activities in a safe environment with pro-
fessional teaching artists and support staff.

Irish Camp offers opportunities to discover and develop the performing arts in drama, music,
song, hip-hop dance, storytelling and Irish language. These experiences will live on in campers’
memories for years to come. The 3-week camp culminates in a family orientated performance
at the UICC when each young person gets their chance to shine. For more information see:
https://irishcentersf.org/programs/irish-camp/

Comhaltas is sponsoring music workshops at the trad fest west on Sunday, June 22nd.

Cascer Rising Sunday Commemoracion

NationalAnthms byf Dan Cotter, Charlotte Kell, Katy Il,
Mary Keaveney, Saoirse Keaveney, Mike Cotter

The Knights of the Red Branch (KRB) a supporter of CCE, have a yearly 1916 Easter Com-
memoration event at Holy Cross Cemetery in Colma. It pays honor to all those who lost their
lives in 1916 and over the ensuing years to achieve an Irish Republic. We marched to the grave
of Thomas Desmond led by the Pearse and Connolly Fife and Drum Band. The Irish and Ameri-
can National Anthems were beautifully played by Dan Cotter and his family who are all part of
the Pearse and Connolly band.

The sun shone on Linda Dillon, Sinn Féin Member of Legislative Assembly for Mid Ulster who
was the guest speaker this year and on the fine crowd that had assembled. Attending the com-
memoration from Comhaltas were Dan McAuliffe, MaryAnn and Martin Folan, and Joannie
O’Leary. Fondly remembered this year was Jerry Boyle, a staunch, faithful member of the KRB
who sadly passed away in November 2023. Jerry’s son, Charlie, was asked to place the wreath
at Desmond’s grave...a gesture Jerry had done for many years.



Ralph G Mihan - 1941-2024

We would like to offer our sincere condolences to Ralph’s wife, Mae, their sons Greg and Jeff
and daughter-in-law, Tarajoy and grandson, Cole Eoin and extended family. Ralph was a long
time member of the San Francisco Cooley-Keegan Branch of Comhaltas and was very proud of
his Irish heritage. He enjoyed our weekly Irish set dancing at the Plough & Stars Bar on Clement
Street and our many Céilis at the United Irish Cultural Center, and he attended many national
Comhaltas Conventions. One of our favorite memories is from San Antonio when Ralph intro-
duced a few of us to country waltzing and line dancing at the “Country Palace”!

Ralph traveled all over the world, often way off the beaten path to exotic foreign places. He road
traveled through all but four US States and Territories with his lifelong wife and companion, Mae.
He used to share stories of his travels with us at the Plough over a pint of beer. He was a very
kind and interesting man.

Ralph also organized hiking trips which many of us enjoyed. He introduced some of us to Ger-
man Polka Dancing at Nature Friends on Mt. Tamalpais, which was a fun event. He discovered
it one afternoon out hiking and heard the music, which of course he was drawn to immediately.
He loved to attend the Cotati Accordion Festival, Oktoberfest’s, and many other events.

We have many fond memories of Ralph and he will be greatly missed, RIP.



Condolences

Lew Milligan

Ralph Mihan and Lew Milligan in 2017 at the Chicago CCE convention

Our dear friend and treasured member, Lew Milligan passed away on March 20, 2024. He was
born in Richmond, California to Northern Irish and English immigrant parents. Lew’s wife, Judi
Fracchia, beloved by all of us, sadly predeceased Lew in 2017. Over the years, Lew, Judi and
their loving daughter, Jennifer, were stalwart supporters and members of our branch. A beauti-
ful Irish stepdancer, Jennifer would often “give us a few steps” accompanied by Lew on the
accordion or fiddle. Céilis and “Wren Boys” nights were a treat with this duo.

Lew was a quiet man who loved playing the fiddle and meeting other musicians at local céilis
and events and at the Comhaltas Conventions.

He would be seen at all hours happily playing in a session. Lew, Barbara Southworth and Frank
Rooney were a “tried and true trio” who played for us over the years at céilis, festivals, the St.
Patrick’'s Day Parade, the Ethnic Dance Festival and for many events of the Murphy School of
Irish Dance. Lew loved “passing on the traditions” and was a fiddle instructor for some of our
Comhaltas Cooley-Keegan students. He also played the button accordion, mandolin, banjo,
guitar and concertina.

At Lew’s wonderful memorial, hosted by Jennifer, her husband Howard and their sons, Connor
and Liam, we learned so much about the sides of Lew Milligan that we never knew about. At
the age of 10 he and his family made an extended trip to Europe and Lew attended school in
Northern Ireland. Later, after another trip to Europe, Lew enlisted in the U.S. Navy, stationed
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and spent his off-duty hours singing on TV and radio as a member
of a quartet called “The Fidels”. He subsequently lived in Australia and New Zealand, was an
avid dirt bike rider, became very involved in scuba diving, and won several awards for his un-
derwater photography. Lew spent many happy times diving for abalone with his good friend,
Tom Southworth.

As evidenced at his Memorial Celebration of Life, Lew made an abundance of friendships over
his lifetime and cherished them immensely. He was a lover of music, nature, and adventure.
The world has lost a bright, outgoing, adventurous spirit — a person who will never be forgot-
ten.
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Mondays:
e Starry Plough in Berkeley: Céili dancing on Mondays. Lessons from 7-9pm live music from 9-11pm.
Contact: Danny Botello mr.dannyb@gmail.com or Michael Rael michaelbpr@gmail.com

1%t and 3" Wednesday:
e [reland’s 32 for lessons. On Summer break for July and August * Details in emails from Josephine Brogan

1 Thursday: Plough and Stars in San Francisco at 8pm. $10 suggested to support the music.
24 through last Thursdays:
* Plough and Stars in San Francisco at 8:30pm.
Dancers are encouraged to contribute $10 to support the live music.
Contact: Michael Murphy at irishboogieman67@yahoo.com or 415-999-6062

24 and 4% Fridays: On summer Break during June, July and August

* The Isabel Cook Community Center, 1000 Sir Francis Drake Blvd, San Anselmo: From 7-9pm.
There is a $10 donation suggested for this class.
Contact: Nellie at sonomarinirish@gmail.com

2nd Wednesday and last Sunday:
e Alhambra Irish House, 831 Main Street, Redwood City 94063.

Wednesday from 8-10 pm. Sunday from 5-7 pm. $10 donation suggested.
Contact Michael Murphy at irishboogieman67@yahoo.com or 415-999-6062

Seisrin

Song and Storytelling Seisiun: Held on the first Friday of each month,
See Song and Storytelling section for details.

COOLEY-KEEGAN BRANCH OF i
COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRI EIREANN
P.O. Box 16244

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94116
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