MARCH / APRIL 2015

A chairde -

Here we are, the busiest month on our calendar,
both as a Comhaltas branch and as an Irish cultural
community! All sorts of music, arts, language,
dancing and other events scheduled for the next
few weeks, so be sure to have a look at the
enclosed calendar for the details of your favorite
event! and perhaps some event you have never
been to, but wondered about? No better time to
stretch in some new directions...

Hope to see many of you at the Parade festivities
on the 14th!

Michael R.

Imeachc Seachcam na Gaelge &2

Imeacht Seachtain na Gaeilge 2015
Irish Week Event!

* 15 Marta, 11.30 r.n.: Aifreann Gaeilge le cér,
rinceoiri & ceoltoiri. Failtid & seisiin ceoil ina
dhiaidh. Seo € an 30u bliain a bhi an tAifreann seo
ar siuil, agus, fosta, beidh Aodh Og O Tuama linn
mar stiurthéir an choér don uair deireanach!

*15 March. 11.30 a.m. Mass in Irish Gaeilic, with
choir, dancers, musicians; 12:30pm Irish Session,
Tea & Soda Bread in the Church Hall.

Please Note: This is the 30th year for this Irish
Mass, and it is also the last time we will have Aodh
Og O Tuama as choir director! If you've been
wanting to attend, this is a good time to do it!

lonad (Venue): St. Joseph’s Church, 582 Hope
Street, Mountain View.
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Comhaltas Night with Live Irish Music -
osts a night of dancing at the typically on
the third Saturday of the month. March’s event will
be replaced by the St. Patrick’s Céili the 29" from
7-10pm. In April, the regular schedule resumes
on the 18". Music begins at 7:30pm with dancing
at 8pm to live traditional Irish Music. Admission
is free. Contact: Michael Riemer at riemer@ce.
berkeley.edu

San_Francisco - On Thursdays, CCE hosts
classes at the UICC startln% at 7:30pm followed by
more dancing at the Plough & Stars until midnight
-- except for the first Thursday of the month when
there is no class, just dancing at the Plough & Stars
from 8-11pm. $5 donation suggested. ~ Contact:
Josephine Brogan at josephinebrogan@yahoo.
com or 415 681-4803.

South BaP(l Peninsula - On Tuesdays (except for
the third Tuesday of the month) we meet at Lilly
Mac’s in Sunnyvale. Lessons: 7:30pm; Dance to

live music 8-10pm. $5 donation suggested. Info:
Michael Murphy at 415 999-6062.

North Bay - Mary McDonagh and Micheal
Inihane teach Set Dancing on the second and
fourth_Fridays of the month at Brosnan School of
Irish Dance in San Anselmo from 7-9pm. There
is a $5 donation suggested for this class. Tea
and cakes or sweets will be served. New venue:
Redwood Cafe in Cotati on select Wednesda
nights from 7pm-9pm. Contact: Mary McDonag
at cladaghdancer@gmail.com or Micheal Minihane
michealminihane@yahoo.com

East Bay - Star Plough in Berkeley hosts ceili
ancing on Mondays. Lessons from 7-9pm and

dancing to live music from 9-11pm. Contact: John

Slaymaker at john@starryploughceili.com

See calendar page for address, phone number

and web page for all venues.

g%ﬁ’

FOUNDED IN 1951, COMHALTAS CEOLTOIR| EIREANN IS IRELAND’S PREMIERE
CULTURAL MOVEMENT. WHEN YOU JOIN COMHALTAS, YOU JOIN PEOPLE IN
MORE THAN 400 BRANCHES WORLDWIDE IN SUPPORT OF THE TRADITIONAL
IRISH ARTS OF MusIC, DANCE AND LANGUAGE. WE WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS. PLEASE CONTACT THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY FOR MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION OR VISIT US ON THE WEB AT HTTP.//SF.CCEWEST.ORG



(Darch 1n the San [rancisco Bay Area

March is here and it's time to acquaint yourself with all the Irish activities available to you. The Irish
Herald, is a wonderful source of news and events. It is published monthly, with a very special edition for
March including events sponsored by the United Irish Societies and other organizations. Get a copy at
the United Irish Cultural Center (UICC) or from the many pubs and stores that support Irish goods and
services. You will be amazed to find out what is happening in the ‘Irish Scene’ in and around our City and
Bay Area. You will find Comhaltas members participating everywhere!!

In addition to the St. Patrick’'s Day Mass, Parade and Festival on Saturday, March 14th, the United Irish
Societies sponsors Fr. Peter Yorke Day on Sunday March 29th at Holy Cross Cemetery in Colma.

The annual Commemoration of the 1916 Easter Rising will be held on Easter Sunday, April 5th at 11am
in Holy Cross Cemetary, Colma. Irish Historian, Ruan O’Donnell is guest speaker. Plans are in the works
to commemorate the 100th Anniversary in 2016.

The UICC has a corned beef & cabbage dinner after the Parade/festival that Saturday afternoon (GETTING
DETAILS). The UICC and Java Beach provide a great “Block Party” on 45th Avenue between Sloat Blvd
and Wawona Streets on Sunday, March 15th for all. The “Women of Ireland” Concert , direct from Ireland,
is on Sunday, March 22nd at 7:30pm at the UICC. irishcentersf.org

Crossroads (mentioned separately in this newsletter) sponsors many fine activities during this time,
celebrating Irish culture and interests.

Also mentioned by Nikki in the Irish Language portion of this newsletter is the Mass in Irish Gaelic on
March 15th - St. Joseph’s Church, 582 Hope Street, Mountain View.

Get your Irish on and support these events to keep our traditions alive.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all!!!

@g@ Comhalzas St. Pacricts Oay Parade Float and Activicies @%@

The San Francisco St. Patrick’s Day Parade is Saturday, March 14, 2015. One of the Honorary Grand
Marshals of the Parade is our own Patrick Joyce RIP. Pat was always one of the first to come forward to
help build our float and we will pay tribute to him this year. Please see messages below from Kasey and
Connie regarding building of and participation in the float and help where you can. These two ladies put
their hearts and souls into this effort. It is our branch and our responsibility (not to mention enjoyment) to
help in whatever manner we can.

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR...The float needs to be built. Last year we had a great, large group come out
to help so we got it done in record time!! PLEASE...if you came last year, come again!! If it's your first time
lending a hand...welcome and it's great to have your help. Float construction: Friday, March 13th from
9am — 4pm (or whenever you can come). Location of Cunningham Moving and Storage is shown below
with a map. We need all the hands we can get to help construct the float and then store it away again.
Take down will be after the parade on Saturday, March 14,

Thank you, Kasey Curtin

If you are interested in dancing in any of the performances or in the parade, please contact Connie Lynch
at (707) 318-9200 or cerrydancer@juno.com ASAP. Note: must be a member of Comhaltas to dance
in the parade. Again, parade date is Saturday, March 14, starting at 11:30am sharp, downtown San
Francisco.

We will be joining the United Irish Societies to entertain at Laguna Home for the Infirmed and Alma Via
Rest Home on Sunday, March 8th. Contact Connie for info.

Cunningham Moving and Storage is at 1250 Van Dyke Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94124. Bus: Ingalls
St & Van Dyke Ave. Contacts On Saturday, Parade Day: Connie Lynch: 707 318-9200; Josephine
Brogan: 415 264-8856 Joannie O’Leary 415 279-7359; Kasey Curtin: 707 280-1235



Keeping ALL The Tradrcions Alive

Irish Culture is abound this time of year. In Comhaltas, we enjoy and promote music, song, storytelling,
Irish language and dance. Another wonderful facet of Irish Culture is our Gaelic Games — football and
hurling. We attended an event in February entitled “Celtic Idol”, benefiting the Irish Youth Hurling and
Football League. We were blown away by the talent, organization and support of this benefit. Family and
friends of the young boys and girls who play hurling, camogie and football came out to cheer on local
singers who drew from the repertoire of Elvis, Christy Moore, Bruce Springsteen, and many more.

The participants were mentored and coached by CCE Member, Christy O’Connell, to an amazing level
of entertainment. Hannah and Molly O’Connell and Caoimhe Lyons, (tin whistle and fiddle students of
Combhaltas) joined with Molly Gorman, Emily Quinn and Lily Rogers to form their own band “MissFunktion!”.
Previously having opened for Phil Coulter at the Irish Center in January, these young ladies proved to be
well-able to entertain the “Celtic Idol” fans. Keep this event on your radar...we hope it will be an annual
event.

The Irish Football and Hurling Youth League are preparing for what promises to be the busiest year in
its twenty two year history. The IFHYL, started in 1994, is dedicated to promoting Gaelic Games for Bay
Area children age 6 years to 18 years old. Many dedicated local volunteers teach our kids about the great
games of Gaelic Football and Hurling. It has created a youthful Irish Community that brings young boys
and girls together at a young age that allows them to celebrate their Irish Heritage and form friendships
- from youth to adulthood.

In April the youth will be registering for the IFHYL sports league which will give our kids the opportunity
to learn and play Gaelic games. Our under 14’s will be traveling to Ireland to participate in games with
other under 14’s from across the globe. One of the team members is Cormac Lyons, a fine Comhaltas tin
whistle and fiddle student.

On July 30-31 — August 1-2, the San Francisco IFHYL will proudly host the Continental Youth
Championships. Our youth will be playing football, hurling and camogie with kids from all over the United
States and Canada! You can look forward to seeing over 600 youth playing in the beautiful GAA fields at
Treasure Island.

It is rewarding to see these ‘young ones’ celebrating all facets of their Irish culture. They deserve our
support — keep an eye out for details of the continental Youth Championships coming to San Francisco
and do volunteer and/or support however you can. This is how we Keep ALL the Traditions Alive!!

Uniced Irish Sociecy

The United Irish Societies is having a raffle. First and second prizes are an Aer Lingus round-trip tickets
for 2 from San Francisco to Dublin; 3rd prize $500, 4th prize $350 and 5th prize $100. Drawing will be
on April 15 at the UIS Delegates meeting. Tickets are $25.00 for one or $50.00 for 3. Be one of the lucky
ones to win one of these prizes. See Connie Lynch or Cathy Mibach to purchase the “winning” ticket.
You can reach Cathy at 415-753-0234 or Connie at 707-823-7378.

United Irish Societies is an organization of many Irish organizations of which Comhaltas is one. UIS is
responsible for the St. Patrick’'s Day Mass and St. Patrick’s Day Parade and the shows we dance in at
4 rest homes in San Francisco. All are welcome to join Comhaltas at all the March events sponsored
by United Irish Societies. On Sunday,March 1, come join us at Veteran’s Home at 10am and St. Anne’s
Little Sisters of the Poor at 2pm. The Irish flag will be raised over City Hall on Friday, March 6 and fly
for the week until the Parade. On March 8, we will be at Laguna Honda at 10am and Alma Via at 2pm.
Friday, March 13, we will be putting our float together at Cunningham’s Storage; we need workers to help
us get it all together for the Parade. Saturday March 14 starts with Mass at 9am at St. Patrick’s Church
at 3rd & Mission and the parade starts at 11:30 at 2nd & Market and ends at City Hall. A Festival will be
held at City Hall Plaza from 11am to 5pm--so March is a very busy and exciting month for the Irish and
especially for Comhaltas as we are involved in all the happenings.

After the parade there is a great corned beef and cabbage dinner at the Irish Cultural Center from 4pm to
6pm. Sunday, March 15, the Irish Center and Java Beach have a block party at 45th Avenue and Sloat
Blvd. Comhaltas will be entertaining there also. So do come join in all these festivities; we’'d love to see
you.
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@7‘;@ Song and Storycelling

The next Singin
hosted by Ellen

75 Vicente Road
Berkele

510 981-0763
eauriti@gmail.com

and Storytellin% Seisiun will be
uriti on March 6

The April Seisiun is on the 3™ and will be hosted
by Tom Sleckman

1357 43rd Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122
tomsleck@sbcglobal.net

For those that plan months ahead, on May 1%t John
Hopkirk is hosting

145 Highland Ave.

San Carlos

650-593-0843

hopkirk@earthlink.net

CCE embership

Last Call for 2015-16 CCE Membership

Our Membership runs from January 15 to Dec 315
Single Membershép: $40. Multi-Membership (2 or
more in household or a family): $50.00

We have received membershi
most of those who receive the Scéal Eile by US
Mail. However, many of you who receive the
Scéal Eile by email have not yet renewed. This
membership is due in Ireland ASAP.

renewal from

Please visit our website: sf.ccewest.org/
membership to renew on-line. You may pay using
Patth)’_IaII or send us a check after renewing. We do
not bill.

You can also bring the membership form and your
check to dancing and give it to Josephine Brogan or
Judy Forrest. Questions? Please contact Joannie
O’Leary at 415 664-6579 or joannieoleary@msn.

com.
Share the Joy
Please Help with Member Outreach!

It's great to have new folks joining the dancing,
but a lot of them don’t even know that they could
join CCE! If you are receiving and enjoying the
Scéal Eile you are already a member -- think how
much these newer folks would a%oreciate if you
mentioned to them a little about CCE membership?
Many don’t know that CCE organizes and sponsors
the dance lessons, the various dances at the UICC,
the roster of callers at Thursday night dancing, the
newsletter, classes and scholarships for kids, and
much more. Please take a moment to mention
CCE to the new folks at dance as we’re sure they’d
appreciate knowing how to get their own Sceal
Eile! They can obtain Membership Forms online,
or from Judy Forrest at dancing. Thanks!

Specil Grencs

Lilly Mac’s Céili - The next Lilly Mac’s Céili will be
held on Saturday March 7th from 7-10pm. Meet
us upstairs at Lilly Mac’s Restaurant & Pub in
Sunnyvale where the Bicycle Irish band will play.
Mostly set dancing with a little céili dancing and
some waltzes. Admission is $12. Contact: Michael
Murpy 415 999-6062 or visit “Bay Area Irish Set
Dancing” on MeetUp.

Children’s Céili - The next Children’s Céili will be
held in April. Details to follow...

See calendar page for address, phone number
and web page for all venues.

Crossroads J-estival

The Irish-American Crossroads Festivalis a literary,
musical, and cultural event that takes place every
year in San Francisco during the month of March.
It is a celebrated annual festival inviting the public
to come together around inspired, creative, and
relevant events regarding Irish and Irish-American
history and culture.

Fourteen events are scheduled including the west
coast premiere of A Celtic Appalachian Celebration:
Traditional Irish & American Old Time Music at the
Freight and Salvage in Berkeley on March 19®
and Oral Histories of the Irish in San Francisco on
Sunday March 29" at the UICC.

For more information visit:
irishamericancrossroads.org

CCE Classes

CCE sponsors the classes at the UICC based
on interest from the CCE community. Planned
classes are listed below, let us know of other music
or language classes of interest.

Irish Language Class
Adults class: a new course begins March 21st; Eight

Saturdays at the UICC. Registration and payment
are required in advance.

Tin Whistle Lessons
We are currently working on re-starting tin whistle
lessons for adults and children.

If you are interested in any classes, please
contact Josephine Brogan: 415 681-4803 or
josephinebrogan@yahoo.com



(Demder News

Congratulations to Cathy and Harold Jones who celebrated their 62" wedding anniversary on Valentine’s
day. Wishing them many more years of happiness and good health!

Our condolences go out to Kathy Hall and Leslie Murdock on the passing of Kathy’s father, Bill Hall, on
December 14th. Kathy and Leslie are active in the south bay Irish community and the Irish Literary and

Historical Society.

St. Pacricls Parade

Grand Darshal Omner

Each year, prior to the parade, a dinner is held at
the United Irish Cultural Center to honor the Grand
Marshal and Honorary Grand Marshals. Cathy
Mibach, Connie Lynch and all the committee work
very hard to make this a great celebration and did
a great job.

This year, Patrick Joyce, our dear member and
friend who passed away in 2014 is being honored
as an Honorary Grand Marshal. Alovely tribute was
paid to Pat during the dinner by the United Irish
Societies. A beautiful certificate designed by Nikki
Ragsdale was presented by Kasey to Theresa,
Sarah, Linda and Diane Joyce for a scholarship
to our Irish Language Program in Pat’s memory.
Both native Irish speakers from the Aran Islands,
Patrick and Theresa strove to keep the language
alive.

Keep an eye out for photos on our website.

General Deccings @%@

General Meetings of the Membership are typically
held on the first Tuesday of the month. The next
ones will be on April 7.

This is a members’ meeting and all are
encouraged to attend in order to plan future
activities.

Find us on

facebook.

CCE has a facebook group where we can share
photos, ask questions and generally discuss all
things Irish music and dance. In the search field
at the top of your facebook page enter Cooley-
Keegan Branch, select it from the list of choices
and join the group.

Or, you can enter the following URL:
http://facebook.com/groups/316504905030686/



(DARTA 2015

Oc Oombwigh Oc Luan Oc DART Oc CendnoIN OEARDAOIN Oc¢ h-Aoine Oc¢ SXChARN
Sunoay QDoNoAyY ‘Cucsony Weonesony ‘Chursony [rRiOAY SACUROAY
- Mar 1 2 3 4 . 5 - 6 7
Seisiln - ) Set Dancing Song Seisiltn
Plough and Stars Ceili dancing Set Dancing Plough & Stars Ellen Auriti ’s
Starry Plough Lilly Mac's, Sunnyvale w/ Shannon Céili Band Berkeley
Seisiln
Plough and Stars
Seisiln - 8 Céili dancing ° Set Dancing 10 1 Set Dancing 12 Float Construction 13 St Patricks Parade 14
Plough and Stars Starry Plough Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale UICC for class Cunninghams San Francisco
Seisitn Plough & Stars 9am-4pm 11:30
Plough and Stars w/ Emperor Norton Float take-down
Céili Band Cunninghams
15 o 16| .. 17 18 . 19 20 21
- Céili dancing Seisiln Set Dancing
Seisiln - Starry Plough Plough and Stars UICC for class
Plough and Stars Plough & Stars
UICC Block w/ Tipsy House
Party
Seisiln - 22 Céili dancing 23 Set Dancing 24 Set Dancing 25 Set Dancing 26 Set Dancing 27 28
Plough and Stars Starry Plough Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale Redwood Cafe UICC for class Bronsan Dance Studio
Song Seisitin Cotati Plough & Stars San Anselmo
Plough and Stars w/ Crooked Road
St. Patrick’s Céili 29 Céili dancing 30 Set Dancing 31 Set Dancing Apr 1 Set Dancing 2 3 4
UICC 7-10pm Starry Plough Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale Redwood Cafe Plough & Stars
w/ Live Oak Band Seisiln - Cotati w/ Shannon Céili Band
Seisiln - Plough and Stars
Plough and Stars

CO- CHAIRPERSON MICHAEL DUFFY (CCE CHAIR@CCEWEST ORG)

CO- CHAIRPERSON: MICHAEL RIEMER (CCE_CHAIR@CCEWEST.ORG) (510) 548-4727
PUBLIC RELATIONS: JOSEPHINE BROGAN (CCE_PR@CCEWEST.ORG) (415) 681-4803
SECRETARY/REGISTRAR: JOANNIE O’'LEARY (CCE_SECRETARY@CCEWEST.ORG) (415) 664-6579
TREASURER: MAUREEN MURPHY (CCE_TREASURER@CCEWEST.ORG) (415) 661-0351
TREORAI NA GAEILGE: NIKKI RAGSDALE (CCE_GAEILGE@CCEWEST.ORG)

WEBMASTER: MICHAEL DUFFY (CCE_WEBMASTER@CCEWEST.ORG)
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: TIM SULLIVAN (CCE_SCEAL@CCEWEST.ORG)
YOUTH OFFICER: CERI GARFIELD




ABREAN 2015
Oc¢ OomhnIch O¢ Luan Oc¢ QDART Oc CEnonON OCEAROAOIN O¢ b-AoiNe O¢ SAChARN
Sunoay onony ‘Cucsony Wconesony ‘Chursony ['R1OAY SATUROAY
Mar 29 30 31 Apr 1 2 3 4
Seisiun Céili dancing Set Dancing Set Dancing Song Seisitn
Plough and Stars Starry Plough Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale Plough & Stars Tom Sleckman’s
Seisilin - w/ Shannon Céili Band San Francisco
Plough and Stars
5 6| CCE Meeting 7 8 9 10 11
Seisilin Céili dancing UICC 7:30pm Set Dancing Set Dancing
Plough and Stars Starry Plough Set Dancing UICC for class Bronsan Dance Studio
Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale Plough & Stars San Anselmo
Seisiln - w/ Emperor Norton
Plough and Stars Céili Band
o 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
%h Céili dancing Set Dancing Set Dancing Comhaltas Night
ough and Stars Starry Plough Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale UICC for class UICC 7:30-10pm
Seisiln Plough & Stars w/ live music
Plough and Stars w/ Tipsy House
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Seisiun Céili dancing Seisiun Set Dancing Set Dancing Set Dancing
Plough and Stars Starry Plough Plough and Stars Redwood Cafe UICC for class Bronsan Dance Studio
Cotati Plough & Stars San Anselmo
w/ Crooked Road
26 27 28 29 30 May 1 2
Seisiun Céili dancing Set Dancing Set Dancing Set Dancing Song Seisitin
Plough and Stars Starry Plough Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale Redwood Cafe Plough & Stars John Hopkirk
Seisiln Cotati w/ Shannon Céili Band San Carlos
Plough and Stars

Brosnan School of Irish Dance - 11 Belle Avenue, Suite B, San Anselmo, Ca 94960 brosnanschool.com

Lilly Mac’s - 187 S. Murphy Ave, Sunnyvale (between Washington and Evelyn Avenues) (408)732-0200 lillymacs.com
Plough and Stars - 116 Clement Ave. (Between 2" and 3), San Francisco, (415) 751-1122 theploughandstars.com
Redwood Cafe - 8240 Old Redwood Hwy, Cotati CA 94931 707-795-7868 redwoodcafe.com
UICC - United Irish Cultural Center - 2700 45" Ave. (At Sloat Blvd.), San Francisco, (415) 661-2700 irishcentersf.org

You can also visit the following website for events:

Starry Plough - 3101 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley (510) 841-2082 starryploughpub.com

San Francisco CCE - Cooley-Keegan Branch - sf.ccewest.org
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COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRI EIREANN

The San Francisco Cooley-Keegan Branch

ST. PATRICK’S CEILI

SUNDAY, MARCH 29™ 2015
United Irish Cultural Center

2700 45™ Avenue, San Francisco

7:00 pm to 10:00 pm
Miliosa & Richard Lundy and Friends
Adults: $10.00 Children: Free

Everybody is welcome

For Information, contact Josephine Brogan at (415) 681-4803 or
josephinebrogan@yahoo.com

Please visit our website at: http://sf.ccewest.org
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mailto:josephinebrogan@yahoo.com

.Mondays:
e Starry Plough in Berkeley: C¢ili dancing on Mondays. Lessons from 7-9pm

and dancing to live music from 9-11pm. Contact: John Slaymaker.

Tuesdays:
e Lilly Mac’s in Sunnyvale. Lessons: 7:30pm; Dance to live music 8-10pm. $5 suggested to support the live music.

1%t Thursday: Plough and Stars in San Francisco at 8pm. Music by the Shannon Céili Band. $5 suggested to support the live music.

214 through last Thursdays:
e Lessons at the United Irish Cultural Center (UICC) in San Francisco at 7:30pm in the bar area. Taped music:

* Plough and Stars in San Francisco at 9:30pm.
Live traditional music featuring Tipsy House, Emperor Norton C¢ili Band and other fine bands.
Dancers are encouraged to contribute $5 to support the live music.

2nd and 4t Fridays:
¢ Brosnan School of Irish Dance in San Anselmo: From 7-9pm. There is a $5 charge for this class.
Contact: Mary McDonagh (cladaghdancer@gmail.com), Micheal Minihane (michealminihane@yahoo.com)

Seisin

Seisiun: - Sundays and Tuesdays starting at 8:30 at the Plough and Stars, various hosts.

Song and Storytelling Seisiin: Held on the first Friday of each month, See Song and Storytelling section for details..

COOLEY-KEEGAN BRANCH OF i
COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRI EIREANN
P.O. Box 16244

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94116

MARTA / AIBREAN 2015 SCEAL EILE
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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