
Founded in 1951, Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann is Ireland’s Premiere 
Cultural Movement.  When you join Comhaltas, you join people in 
more than 400 branches worldwide in support of the traditional 
Irish Arts of Music, Dance and Language.  We welcome new 
members.  Please contact the Membership Secretary for membership 
information or visit us on the web at http://sf.ccewest.org
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The Newsletter of the Cooley-Keegan Branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann

SCÉAL   EILE
Comhaltas Night with Live Irish Music - CCÉ 
typically hosts a night of set dancing at the UICC 
on the third Saturday of the month.  For September 
the event will be on the 16th, in October on the 21st.  
Contact: Michael Riemer at riemer@ce.berkeley.
edu.

San Francisco - On Thursdays, CCÉ hosts set 
dancing classes at the UICC starting at 7:30pm 
followed by more dancing at the Plough & Stars 
until midnight -- except for the first Thursday of 
the month when there is no class, just dancing 
at the Plough & Stars from 8-11pm. $5 donation 
suggested.  Contact: Josephine Brogan at 
josephinebrogan@yahoo.com or 415-264-8856. 

South Bay/Peninsula - Tuesday Night Set 
Dancing (with a smidgen of céilí style) at Lilly Mac’s 
in Sunnyvale (upstairs); 187 S. Murphy Avenue 
between Evelyn and Washington Avenues. It is 
every Tuesday (except 3rd Tues. of the month); 
8-10pm; Suggested donation is $7. Mostly live 
band. Contact: Michael Murphy (415-999-6062; 
irishboogieman0@gmail.com.) 

North Bay - Mary McDonagh and Mícheál Minihane 
teach set dancing on the second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at Brosnan School of Irish Dance in 
San Anselmo from 7-9pm. There is a $5 donation 
suggested for this class.  Mary and Mícheál also 
teach at the Redwood Cafe in Cotati on the first 
and third Wednesday nights from 7-9pm. . Contact: 
Mary McDonagh  at cladaghdancer@gmail.com or 
Mícheál Minihane michealminihane@yahoo.com.  

East Bay - Starry Plough in Berkeley hosts céilí 
dancing on Mondays. Lessons from 7-9pm and  
dancing to live music from 9-11pm. Contact: John 
Slaymaker at  rinnce.mor@gmail.com.

See calendar page for address, phone number  
and web page for all venues.

  Events this Month

A Chairde,

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and 
enjoyed our beautiful Bay Area.

Exciting times ahead for our Cooley-Keegan 
Branch.  We will be hosting the 2020 North 
American Comhaltas Convention!!

It will be held at the Marriott San Francisco Airport 
Waterfront from April 16th to April 19th. It is a huge 
undertaking and will require the participation 
and cooperation of all our members to ensure a 
successful Convention.

April 2020 may seem like a long way off, but in 
reality we need to start planning right away.  The 
cost of hosting an event such as this in the Bay 
Area is extremely high and therefore it will be 
necessary to secure sponsorship and donations.  
Please contact any member of the Board if you 
have ideas, contacts, etc. that will help raise funds.   
Lots of meetings and brainstorming will take place 
over the next two years.  We will need “all hands on 
deck” over the course of the Convention weekend. 
I am very much looking forward to being involved 
in hosting what no doubt will be an amazing 
Convention.  Together we can do it: teamwork, 
cooperation and lots and lots of fun!!!!

Slán,
Josephine Brennan
Co-Chair

  Chair’s Message



The next Singing and Storytelling Seisiún will be 
hosted by Michelle Valdez October 6th

 4049 Holly Drive, San Jose, 95127
 408-254-2252
 valdezma@att.net

The November Seisiún is on the 3rd, the host is 
Imelda White
 275 Lassen Avenue
 Mountain View
 650-964-7643
 imelda_white@yahoo.com

Contact Micheal Jones for info about seisiúns at 
mfj@ieee.org.  Song seisiúns start at 7:30pm

  Song and Storytelling

  Monthly Meetings
Our next regular monthly CCÉ members’ meetings   
will be held Tuesday, Sept. 12th, and October 3rd 
at 8pm in the Members’ Room at the UICC. All 
members of the SF Cooley Keegan branch are 
encouraged to attend. 

Preceding the regular meetings are special 2020 
Convention meetings at 7pm.

If you would like further information, please contact: 
Josephine Brogan at Josephinebrogan@yahoo.
com or 415-264-8856.

Adult Class: Classes are held at the United Irish 
Cultural Center in San Francisco on Saturdays. 
The next 8 week session will start on October 7th 
2017. 

Please contact Josephine Brogan at 
josephinebrogan@yahoo.com or 415-264-8856 
for further information.

  Irish Language Class

  Deireadh Seachtaine Gaeltachta 
San Francisco, 

Uimhir a 19, 22-24 Meán Fómhair, 2017.

Deireadh Seachtaine Gaeltachta San Francisco, 
Uimhir a 19, 22-24 Meán Fómhair, 2017. 

19th San Francisco Irish Immersion Weekend, 
September 22 - 24, 2017. Bain sult as do chuid 
Gaeilge! 

Intensive classes at 4 levels, beginner to advanced, 
Conversational Irish emphasized. Meals included. 
Music and song seisiúin each evening. 

Venue: UICC (United Irish Cultural Center), 

For more information and enrollment, call 415-299-
0850 or email Seán Séamus at LarkinMap@gmail.
com., Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, Cooley-
Keegan (see flyer attached)

  Deireadh Seachtaine Gaeltachta

New Céilí dance in Marin! 1st and 3rd Friday of 
the month (starting October 6th) at the Almonte 
Clubhouse (105 Wisteria, Mill Valley)  from 7 - 
10pm. 

For more information, contact Shirleigh Brannon at 
ceili_rat@yahoo.com

  New MarinVenue

Comhaltas in Ireland is sponsoring a BIG DRAW 
again this year.  This is a fundraiser for individual 
branches.  Prizes are $5,000, $500, $250, $150 
Gift Card and other consolation prizes.  

Tickets are $5 each and are available for purchase 
at Thursday night dancing and CCÉ nights at the 
UICC.  See Josephine Brennan and buy your 
winning ticket!!

Last date for ticket sales is CCÉ night on Saturday 
October 21st.  

WE KEEP 80% OF WHAT OUR BRANCH SELLS 
SO PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BRANCH

  Big Draw



   CCÉ Membership
Renewal time for 2018 Membership

Please renew your membership by November 1, 2017 so we can send them to Ireland. If you receive 
your Scéal Eile by US Mail, a membership form is attached here for your convenience. Josephine Brogan 
will send a special email in to those who receive the link electronically. Please be sure your contact 
information is current.
 
Our Membership runs from January 1 to December 31st.
 Single Membership: $40.00 
 Multi-Membership: $50.00 (2 or more in household or family)

Here are ways you can renew:
 Renew online through our website and remit payment through PayPal: sf.ccewest.org
 Renew online through our website and send your check to our PO Box (We do NOT bill).
 Complete your membership form and either give it with your check or cash to Josephine Brogan 
at set dancing or mail it with your check to our PO Box.

If you have any questions, please contact Joannie at 415 664-6579 or joannieoleary@msn.com;
Or talk with Josephine at dancing. Thank you for your support.
 
CCÉ Membership, Attn: Joannie O’Leary, P O Box 16244, San Francisco, CA 94116

  2020 North American Comhaltas Convention San Francisco
Convention Meeting: Tuesday, September 12th, and October 3rd 7-8pm at the UICC (immediately 
preceding the regular monthly CCÉ meeting).  

Come be a part of this historic event.  Join in the brainstorming and planning of what no doubt 
will be an incredible convention!   

  Congraulations Lisa and Sean

The Plough and the Stars was honored by SF Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer 
in May during Small Business Week. Pictured from left to right are 

Elena Pearse Hobden; Plough and the Stars’ owners Lisa McLaughlin and Sean Heaney, 
Fewer and Eoin Malone Hobden. Courtesy photo.



  Speical Events
West Region CCÉ Annual Meeting

The West Region Annual General Meeting will 
be held in Seattle the weekend of October  7th, 
8th. The SF Cooley-Keegan, Phoenix Four 
Peaks Irish Arts and Puget Sound CCÉ make 
up the U.S. West Region of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
Éireann. We meet once a year to discuss matters 
relevant to our branches. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Josephine Brogan at 
josephinebrogan@yahoo.com or 415-264-8856.

Holiday Céilí
Sunday, November 5th for our November Night 
Céilí and Sunday, December 10, 2017 for our 
Christmas Céilí. Both events are from 7-10pm at 
the UICC.

  South Bay 
Céilís at Lilly Mac’s

Lilly Mac’s Céilís will be held on Saturday, 
September 30th and again on Saturday, 
November 18th from 7-10pm.  Admission is $12 
per person. Live Band; Mostly set dancing with 
some céilí dancing.

Please RSVP by text, phone call or email 
Contact: Michael Murphy (415) 999-6062 
irishboogieman0@gmail.com

Workshops at Lilly Mac’s

Saturday Set Dancing Workshops at Lilly Mac’s on 
Saturdays in October: October 7th, 14th, 21st and 
28th  from 3-5pm.  Admission: $10 per workshop

Please RSVP. If less than 8 people RSVP “YES” 
for any given Saturday, the instructor will cancel 
the workshop for that day.  These workshops are 
specifically designed for beginners, but all levels 
are welcome.

Lilly Mac’s is at 187 S. Murphy Avenue in Sunnyvale 
(the céilí is upstairs). 

Continued best wishes to Nikki Ragsdale. We are all 
looking forward to seeing Nikki again in September 
and know the Deireadh Seachtaine Gaeltachta will 
be a great success again this year.

Wonder why the date September 21st is circled 
on the calendar?  Its couldn’t be  Ground Hog 
day, that’s gone nor Mayo winning the All Ireland 
Football… that is coming up….. Got IT!!!  It’s our 
very Special Friend Harold Jones 90th Birthday… 
that’s right BIG 90…..   

“For he’s a Jolly Good Fellow, For he’s a Jolly Good 
Fellow, for he’s a Jolly Good  Feelllowwwww…
and so say ALL of US.”

Happy Birthday Harold!!!!!

Our sincerest condolences to Margaret and Dan 
McAuliffe on the passing of Margarets’ brothers, 
Jim Spillane in England in early summer and 
just recently in Ireland of Jeremiah Spillane.  All 
thoughts and prayers  go out to you during this 
time of such  great loss.  May they Rest in Peace.

Lastly, in remembering someone in our group who 
has lost someone very dear, we have not to go  
any farther than our own Tim Sullivan.  We send 
our sympathies Tim on the passing of your Father, 
Daniel Aloysius Sullivan at the great age of 91. 
May your many Memories help through this very 
sad time Tim.  From All of Us

  Membership Corner
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MONDAY

DÉ H-AOINE
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DÉARDAOIN

THURSDAY

DÉ CÉADAOIN

WEDNESDAY

DÉ MAIRT

TUESDAY

DÉ SATHAIRN

SATURDAY

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars Céilí dancing

  Starry Plough

Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale
Seisiún 
Plough and Stars

Set Dancing
  UICC for class
  Plough & Stars
  w/ Crooked Road

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale
Seisiún
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing  
  Redwood Cafe
  Cotati

Set Dancing
  Plough & Stars
  w/  Shannon Céilí Band 

Set Dancing
  Brosnan Dance Studio
  San Anselmo

  Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough CCÉ Meeting

  UICC 8pm
Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale

  Set Dancing
  UICC for class
  Plough & Stars
  w/ Tipsy House

Comhaltas Night
  UICC  7-10pm 
  w/ live music

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Seisiún
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing  
  Redwood Cafe
  Cotati

Set Dancing
  UICC for class
  Plough & Stars
  w/  Crooked Road

Set Dancing
  Brosnan Dance Studio
  San Anselmo
Deireadh Seachtaine
  Gaeltachta UICC

Deireadh Seachtaine
  Gaeltachta UICC

Deireadh Seachtaine
  Gaeltachta UICC

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s,  Sunnyvale
Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing
  UICC for class
  Plough & Stars
  w/ Tipsy House

Lilly Mac’s Céilí 
  Sunnyvale

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Aug

CO-CHAIRPERSON:  Josephine Brennan (cce_chair@ccewest.org)
CO- CHAIRPERSON: MICHAEL RIEMER (cce_chair@ccewest.org) 510-548-4727

PUBLIC RELATIONS: JOSEPHINE BROGAN (cce_pr@ccewest.org) 415-681-4803 
SECRETARY/REGISTRAR: JOANNIE O’LEARY (cce_secretary@ccewest.org) 415-664-6579

TREASURER: MAUREEN MURPHY (cce_treasurer@ccewest.org)
TREORAÍ NA GAEILGE: NIKKI RAGSDALE (cce_Gaeilge@ccewest.org)

WEBMASTER: MICHAEL DUFFY (cce_webmaster@ccewest.org)
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: TIM SULLIVAN (cce_sceal@ccewest.org)

YOUTH OFFICER: Sean O’Donnell

Sept

2020 Convention Meeting
  UICC 7-8pm
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DÉARDAOIN

THURSDAY

DÉ CÉADAOIN

WEDNESDAY

DÉ MAIRT

TUESDAY

DÉ SATHAIRN

SATURDAY

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough CCÉ Meeting

  UICC 8pm
Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale

Set Dancing  
  Redwood Cafe
  Cotati

Set Dancing
  Plough & Stars
  w/ Shannon Céilí Band

Céilí dancing
  Almonte Clubhouse
  Mill Valley

Western Region AGM
   Seattle
Set Dancing Workshop
  Lilly Mac’s 3-5pm
  Sunnyvale

Western Region AGM
   Seattle
Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale
Seisiún
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing
  UICC for class
  Plough & Stars
  w/ Tipsy House

Set Dancing
  Brosnan Dance Studio
  San Anselmo

Set Dancing Workshop
  Lilly Mac’s 3-5pm
  Sunnyvale

  Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Seisiún
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing  
  Redwood Cafe
  Cotati

Set Dancing
  UICC for class
   Plough & Stars
   w/ Emperor Norton Céilí
        Band

Céilí dancing
  Almonte Clubhouse
  Mill Valley

Comhaltas Night
  UICC  7-10pm 
  w/ live music
Set Dancing Workshop
  Lilly Mac’s 3-5pm

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale
Seisiún
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing
  UICC for class
  Plough & Stars
  w/ Tipsy House 

Set Dancing
  Brosnan Dance Studio
  San Anselmo

Set Dancing Workshop
  Lilly Mac’s 3-5pm
  Sunnyvale

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Céilí dancing
  Starry Plough

Set Dancing
  Lilly Mac’s, Sunnyvale
Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Set Dancing
   Plough & Stars
   w/ Shannon Céilí Band

Song Seisiún
  TBD
Céilí dancing
  Almonte Clubhouse
  Mill Valley

Seisiún - 
  Plough and Stars

Oct Song Seisiún
  Michelle Valdez
  San Jose

Almonte Clubhouse - 105 Wisteria, Mill Valley, CA 94941    415-601-7708   www.almonteclub.org
Brosnan School of Irish Dance - 11 Belle Avenue, Suite B, San Anselmo, CA 94960 brosnanschool.com
Lilly Mac’s - 187 S. Murphy Ave, Sunnyvale (between Washington and Evelyn Avenues) 1-408-732-0200 lillymacs.com
Plough and Stars - 116 Clement Ave. (Between 2nd and 3rd), San Francisco, 1-415-751-1122 theploughandstars.com      
Redwood Cafe - 8240 Old Redwood Hwy, Cotati  CA 94931  1-707-795-7868 redwoodcafe.com 
UICC - United Irish Cultural Center - 2700 45th Ave. (At Sloat Blvd.), San Francisco, 1-415-661-2700 irishcentersf.org  
Starry Plough - 3101 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley 1-510-841-2082 starryploughpub.com   You can also visit the following website for events:
               San Francisco CCÉ - Cooley-Keegan Branch - sf.ccewest.org

3

Nov

2020 Convention Meeting
  UICC 7-8pm





 
COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRÍ ÉIREANN 

The San Francisco Cooley-Keegan Branch 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM Jan 1, 2018 – Dec 31, 2018 
 

Comhaltas (CCÉ) is a worldwide organization, based in Dublin, Ireland, dedicated to preserving and fostering the traditions of 

Ireland, through music, song, dance, storytelling & language.  Founded in Mullingar, Co. Westmeath in 1951, CCÉ has over 400 

branches and 36,000 members throughout the World.  Information on CCÉ and its events are available on our Website at 

http://sf.ccewest.org. 

 

The San Francisco Cooley-Keegan Branch proudly promotes these traditions of Irish Culture in the S.F. Bay Area.  MEMBERS of 

the Branch enjoy the benefits of: 

• Bi-Monthly Subscription to our “Scéal Eile” newsletter containing events and news of our branch, of Comhaltas in 

Ireland and Irish activities in the Bay Area.  “Scéal Eile” gives notification of our Céilís, Music and Song Seisiúns, 

Children’s Céilís and Music and Language Lessons. 

• Weekly Set Dance Classes (see website or “Scéal Eile”) 

• * “Treoir”, the Comhaltas Magazine containing a wealth of information on traditional Irish programs & activities of CCÉ 

world-wide, stories of its members & branches and tunes, songs and their history, for readers of all ages. 

• Access to our website: http://sf.ccewest.org and a chance to involve yourself in the growing movement to preserve and 

promote Irish traditional Music, Song, Dance, Storytelling and Language. 

 

Our music/dance program for children, workshops & set dance for all members and our Annual Music Youth Scholarship Program 

are thriving. Your support through Membership is greatly appreciated and urgently needed to accomplish these goals.  Comhaltas 

is a volunteer organization. Please complete the form below to join, or renew your membership TODAY, for the coming year.  

Keep the Tradition Alive!  (If you wish to subscribe/renew on-line, please visit our website under http://sf.ccewest.org, click on 

“Join CCÉ”.  Payment by sending a check or utilizing Pay Pal is available for your convenience.)  

 

Go raibh maith agat. (Thank you) 

 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, CUT HERE AND RETURN WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------- 

 

Comhaltas – S.F. Cooley-Keegan Membership Form 2018 
 

*First Member of Household: $40.00  or   *Two or more in household:  $50.00 

        

 

First & Second Member’s Names:           

 

Children’s Names and Ages:           

 

Address:              
   Street    City   State   Zip 

 

Telephone:     E-Mail Address:        

 

**If you have E-Mail and wish to receive the “Scéal Eile” and other information electronically (you will be notified bi-

monthly of the link to our website), PLEASE INDICATE HERE: YES_____ NO___ 

 

To pay electronically, please visit our website at “http://sf.ccewest.org/misc/join_cceck.html”. 

 

  If returning this form with your check, please make check payable to “CCÉ”, and mail to: 

 CCÉ   Attn: Joannie O’Leary 

 P O Box 16244     For Questions or information, please call: 

 San Francisco, CA 94116    Joannie at (415) 664-6579 or joannieoleary@msn.com 

 

Gift Membership also available ~ a great idea for a friend who might be interested in our organization!! 

http://sf.ccewest.org/
http://sf.ccewest.org/
http://sf.ccewest.org/
http://www.daltai.com/sounds/phrases/page03/p308.wav


Address Correction Requested

Cooley-Keegan Branch of
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann
P.O. Box 16244
San Francisco, CA 94116

.Mondays:
  • Starry Plough in Berkeley: Céilí dancing on Mondays.  Lessons from 7-9pm 
     and dancing to live music from 9-11pm. Contact: John Slaymaker (rinnce.mor@gmail.com)

Tuesdays:
  • Lilly Mac’s in Sunnyvale (except for the 3rd Tuesday).  Lessons: 7:30pm; Dance to live music 8-10pm.  
        $7 suggested to support the live music. Contact: Michael Murphy (415-999-6062)

Special Events:
  • Redwood Cafe in Cotati.
    Contact: Mary McDonagh  (cladaghdancer@gmail.com), Mícheál Minihane (michealminihane@yahoo.com)

1st Thursday: Plough and Stars in San Francisco at 8pm. Music by the Shannon Céilí Band. $5 suggested to support the live music.
2nd through last Thursdays:
  • Lessons at the United Irish Cultural Center (UICC) in San Francisco at 7:30pm in the bar area.  Taped music.
  • Plough and Stars in San Francisco at 9:30pm. 
        Live traditional music featuring Tipsy House, Emperor Norton Céilí Band and other fine bands.
        Dancers are encouraged to contribute $5 to support the live music.

2nd and 4th Fridays:
 • Brosnan School of Irish Dance in San Anselmo: From 7-9pm. There is a $5 donation suggested for this class. 
    Contact: Mary McDonagh (cladaghdancer@gmail.com), Mícheál Minihane (michealminihane@yahoo.com)

  Set Dancing

Seisiún: - Sundays and Tuesdays starting at 8:30 at the Plough and Stars, various hosts.

Song and Storytelling Seisiún: Held on the first Friday of each month, See Song and Storytelling section for details..

  Seisiún
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